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MESSAGE FROM  

THE CEO/PRINCIPAL, DR RANA 
Dear Parents, Carers and GEMS World Academy Communi-

ty, 

I hope you are all very well and continue to be safe during 

this Global pandemic. It has been another very busy week at 

GEMS World Academy. Unfortunately, the recent impact of 

the country wide spike in Covid-19 cases has impacted our 

academy and we have seen a number of close contact cases 

which has meant some students have had to remain at home 

and participate in remote learning. I am however, immensely 

proud to be able to tell you that KHDA inspectors have reaf-

firmed their confidence in all that we are doing to make sure 

that our academy is a safe place for all our students and 

staff. 

I’m also really pleased to tell you that our refurbishment pro-

ject continues with work being carried out in the evenings 

and during the weekends. There’s still much to be done but 

we have now unveiled the new dance studio to some of our 

students and parents to much acclaim. This will enhance our 

capacity to deliver brilliant arts curriculum and is truly a won-

derful event. We are also really excited to announce that 

very soon there will be superb art works all over our walls. 

This is currently being prepared and will be put in place in 

the next few weeks. We have also refurbished our sports 

facilities bringing them up to a world class standard that our 

school deserves, with brand new flooring and panelling in the 

sports hall, the swimming pool has been upgraded and a 

stunning new Astroturf.  

Teaching and learning continues to be exciting and the Sen-

ior Leadership Team with the Middle Leadership Team have 

visited many lessons this week to observe fully engaged stu-

dents with their teachers undeterred by any Covid re-

strictions we have placed on them. 

All this presages a positive future for everybody in the school 

and gives us all hope and an appetite for further success. 

However, I cannot end this message without celebrating one 

of our wonderful, kind and caring Grade 9 students, Lukas 

Baumgartner, 9B1 who has proposed that he and his peers 

will arrange a collection as thanks for our hard working Sup-

port Staff. He is calling this his ‘Gift Initiative’ which I fully 

support and I hope 

you will too. Lukas will 

provide details of how 

you can support this 

initiative in next 

week’s newsletter. 

 
 

 

 

GWAMUN 2021 
 

GEMS World Academy, Dubai hosted its second an-
nual conference, GWAMUN II, virtually from January 
14th to 16th, with over 300 delegates taking part com-
ing from schools all around the world. Organised by 
the GWAMUN Secretariat Emma, Krishiv, Destiny, 
Tomaso, Selma, Mattia and Elyssa, the conference 
allowed students to represent countries and engage 
in fruitful debates on various issues in hopes of creat-
ing effective resolutions to real-world topics. The uni-
versal quest for innovative solutions to the COVID-19 
pandemic inspired the theme for this year’s confer-
ence: “Combatting crises in a globalised world”.Read 
more . 
 

MYP and DP ENGLISH STUDENTS  

Our brilliant MYP/DP English Literary Club stu-
dents, have just put together their very first edi-

tion of SCRIBE; a literary Magazine for grades 6 

– 12. The Magazine includes short stories, 
prose, poetry, photography and artwork from 
our ingenious students. The club members or-
ganize various competitions across the second-
ary school and encourage the MYP/DP students 
to participate in the creative writing process 
through this amazing Enrichment opportunity. 
This provides the club members with the chance 
to receive a variety of submissions and pro-
vide supplemental student centric learning op-
portunities for students to practice, engage and 
celebrate their writing craft as reflected by 
the academy’s intrinsic culture characterized by 
a focus on creative expression, mastery and 
community building. 
 

This year, SCRIBE Magazine will have 4 be-

spoke, avant garde Editions. The theme for this 
quarterly Edition is Memories. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmFPdasl_R0qhJXSFsHU53ebZRaRhfNr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmFPdasl_R0qhJXSFsHU53ebZRaRhfNr/view?usp=sharing
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/560197/
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/560197/
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MESSAGE FROM GWAPA 

Our very first GWAPA Walk took place on 
January 18. Over 20 parents participated 
and chatted over coffee afterwards. 
 
We are working with the school to provide 
our students options to earn CAS/SA points (see 
link for list, more options will be provided soon). 

 
GWAPA is inviting all parents to a Coffee Morning  
on Tuesday, 26 January 2021. 
 
Dragon’s Den is open on Mondays and Wednes-
days, 8:30 – 11:00 am. 
 
If you need any information or guidance, please 

Take care of your mental health along with physi-
cal health. Eat healthy, sleep well, stay active, 
spend time with family and do not hesitate to seek 
professional help if required. Stay happy, stay 
healthy. 

Dr Chhavi Patil  

DR PATIL’S TIP OF THE WEEK  

GRADE  4 TALK WITH OMAR SAMRA  

Last week, in grade 4, Language and UOI were 
combined where students researched different 
explorers from history, such as Lief Erikson, Neil 
Armstrong and Valentina Treshkova. They were 
excited to hear from one of the regions leading 
explorers, Omar Samra who has completed the 7 
summits, North and South Pole and was selected 
as the only Arab astronaut for the AXE APOLLO 
Space Mission competition amongst 2 million peo-
ple world wide. They learned about mountains, 
adventure and the importance of exploration and 
curiosity. 

COUNSELLORS CORNER  
 
With young children all behavior is communication. 
They often do not have the understanding or the 
language to verbalize what is really going on for 
them. That is why we need to understand the emo-
tion that is behind the behavior and give them the 
strategies they need to deal with their emotions. 
Please do reach out if you need any help or sup-
port, my door is always open.  
See common behaviors. 

Ms Edele Nolan 

CHEVRON READING CUP  
 
GWA is proud of their book worms which 
included distance learning students who 
have successfully completed the first 
round of the Chevron reading cup. They 
have read three storybooks, learned 
about their Authors, and answered questions to as-
sess their understanding. Congratulations.  
 

OWLYPIA TEAM DRAGON Z  ACHIEVEMENTS 
Congratulations to Team Dragon Z: Saif Faghihy, 
Mythri Nair and Jihoo Ahn from Grade-6 for out-
standing performance in the Intellectual, Internation-
al, Owlypia Global Round 2020. More infor-
mation about the team, their journey and 
achievements can be found here. 

MATHS AND SCIENCE OLYMPIAD RESULTS 

Below is a correction to the results published  last 
week: 

Seongjoon Yang : 10th  place in th Maths Olympiad 

Saif Faghihy: 10th   place Science Olympiad. 

DISTANCE LEARNING REMINDER 

Kind reminder to all parents for students returning 

from distance learning to please inform your form 

tutors at least 48 hours prior to returning to the 

academy. 

Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak Award for Excel-

lence, for 2020. 

GWA would like to extend their congratulations to 

Tallulah van Wyk, who was awarded the scholarship 

for 2020. Due to the abrupt closure of schools in 

March last year, GWA has unable to officially con-

gratulate and award Tallulah on this amazing 

achievement. Congratulations Tallulah.  

MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS  

Please find a message from our Assistant Principals 

for Personal Development Welfare and Behaviour:  

Primary : by Mr Dean Winders  

Secondary : by Ms Lyndsay Gray 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15nj4Lvg3HMdRUATmJZPiMSgsUoIRGE6k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11QTQLcuCnsYy3ZgbcjlbB9PzyNnPayA2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C0iFbU_AVFBzpBGX-8Fb8_urfphl9h5b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DwBaOH-asj_0WQY-K6rb6K_e1qXG_xup/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eXVMZuSSh7gmaGlLGRsYp8eelJ1eqLzL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Js7-1RrxL5V4D_H-BmtSo4qhDGsQCE1V/view?usp=sharing

